KAPOW Connects PPCES-FSU Students to the Workplace
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tudents in Celeste
Doherty-Grosse’s fifth
grade class at the
Pembroke Pines Charter
Elementary School (PPCES)
FSU campus now have a
better understanding of
what it takes to start a business. As part of Kids and
the Power of Work (KAPOW),
they set up a lemonade
stand and donated the
profits.
KAPOW is designed to
connect a student’s classroom learning to their future
in the work place. Business
volunteers introduce students to career awareness
through one-hour, professionally designed lessons
that help students discover
different jobs, what it takes
to do them, and how to be
successful in work and life.
Throughout the year,
Lisa I. Perez, owner of
HBL Resources Inc., has
been visiting with DohertyGrosse’s class each month
to present the KAPOW
material and lead related
activities. She never had
time to volunteer in her
own children’s classrooms,
since she was an employee.
Now that she is a business
owner with more flexibility,
she wants to give back to
students, even if they are
not her own. This is the third
year she is volunteering.
“It is important to nurture
our youth and have a positive impact on them during
their formidable years,”
said Perez. “The KAPOW
program helps to prepare
the students for what they
will truly face in the work
world. The kids are always
very excited and engaged
during the lessons.”
Perez reinforces the relevance of subjects like
reading and math by explaining how they might play
a role in their jobs. She uses hands-on, fun activities to teach the students about the importance of
community involvement, leadership, communication,
teamwork and other skills that lead to success. For
the last KAPOW lesson, the students typically visit the
volunteer’s workplace. The students decided to set up
lemonade stand instead.
“Lemonade stands are often the first opportunity
a child gets to be a business owner or entrepreneur,”
said Perez. “I want them to know that they don’t
always need to be employees. They can also start
their own businesses.”

July 2015

|

In preparation, the students had to brainstorm
a name for the stand (product), create the logo and
slogan, and decide how much to spend on production.
On the day of the sale, they had to make the lemonade, set up the tables and replenished their supply.
They also had to canvas the area to raise awareness
and increase sales among their target audience teachers, students and parents.
“The students went from the planning stages all the
way to actual lemonade stands,” said Doherty-Grosse.
“On the day of the stands, they were little businessmen
and businesswomen. From making their lemonade
to selling it to the crowds of students, they learned
invaluable lessons about being business ‘owners.’
They loved participating and it was a wonderful experience all around.”
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The students raised a total of $169 dollars. They
donated $69 to the charter school and $100 to
Childrens’ Harbor, a nonprofit in Pembroke Pines that
helps foster children stay united as a family.
KAPOW is always looking for businesses or individual volunteers interested in participating in the
program. “Volunteers have the ability to change a
young person’s life forever in only seven hours,” said
John Casbarro, who coordinates KAPOW in South
Florida.
For information, visit www.kapowlfs.wordpress.com; send an email
to john.casbarro@gmail.com or call
954-680-3916.

