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Apollo Middle School Students Got the 411 on the 911

SCHOOL NEWS

BY BEVERLY PERKINS

A

s part of the Kids and The
Power of Work (KAPOW) program, Apollo Middle School
students were able to visit the City
of Hollywood Police Department
just before the 2016-2017 school
year came to a close. The special field trip was presented by
Learning for Success, Inc. and The
City of Hollywood in conjunction
with Broward County Schools.
KAPOW, now in its 25th year,
serves 6,000 students annually.
The unique collaboration between the school district, 100 area businesses and
community organizations, volunteers, and 64 South Florida schools introduces and
exposes students to career awareness through professionally designed lessons
taught by volunteers in the classroom and on work sites.
During the visit the many students declared their intention to pursue a career in
law enforcement. They were able to engage in a variety of activities throughout the
Hollywood Police Department facility. These included crime scene investigation,
training simulation, and a thorough experience inside and outside a SWAT vehicle.
The visit culminated with a series of career awareness and workplace skills lessons taught by City of Hollywood volunteers, including City Commissioner Kevin
Biederman and his wife Donna Biederman, and Raheem Seecharan and Cinthya
Guillen from PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC). Many students declared their intention to pursue a career in law enforcement after the visit.
KAPOW brings volunteers into schools to teach kids about work, and how to be a
success in school, work and life. KAPOW also brings students to the workplace,
to experience peoples’ jobs first-hand, expose them to jobs in real time, and connect partner companies and organizations to the community.

To participate, volunteers are assigned to one class at a local elementary or
middle school, and must visit seven times during the school year for one hour to
teach KAPOW’s fun and easy to use lessons. Before volunteers begin, a one-time
training will explain and educate how the lessons work, how to ensure that they
will be successful, and how to have a great time doing it. Visits to work sites are
custom-designed with their partners to suit each school’s needs and capabilities.
John Casbarro, President of Learning for Success, Inc. which manages KAPOW
in South Florida states, “Young people need to understand that there is a reason for studying beyond doing so for the sake of learning. The KAPOW program
addresses this need by helping young people understand early in life that reading,
writing, and math are vital to success in school, work, and life.”

KAPOW is always looking for business or individual volunteers,
as well as schools interested in participating in the program. For
more information about KAPOW, visit http://kapowlfs.wordpress.com, or contact KAPOW Program Director Tania Reynolds
at taniakapow@gmail.com.
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