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Throughout the school year, volunteers from 
Nicklaus Children’s Hospital have been teach-
ing students at Silver Palms Elementary. Once 

a month, Gisel Rodriguez and Julie Tan visit with stu-
dents in Donna Gasbarro’s fifth grade class to teach 
them about the importance of community involve-
ment, leadership, communication and teamwork. 
Last month, the students took a field trip to Nicklaus 
Children’s Hospital for the final lesson. It is all part of 
KAPOW (Kids and the Power of Work).

KAPOW is a national network of business and 
elementary school partner-
ships which introduce stu-
dents to career awareness 
through seven one-hour 
professionally designed 
lessons taught by business 
volunteers in the classroom. 
The lessons help students 
discover different jobs, what 
it takes to do them, and how 
to be successful in work and 
life. They include hands-on 
fun activities to involve the 
children and keep them interested.

Rodriguez says she was excited to teach the stu-

dents about her role and responsibili-
ties as an occupational therapist.

“Kapow provides us with the oppor-
tunity to go out to the community 
and teach students more about career 
choices and paths that they can pur-
sue in the future,” said Rodriguez. “It 
also allows us to interact in fun ways, 
but at the same time focus on promot-
ing positive and important qualities. 
The interaction between teachers, 
students and volunteers is one of a kind.”

Tan was only 12 years 
old when she watched her 
younger brother receive 
physical therapy. It was then 
that she decided she wanted 
to become one herself. She 
wanted to encourage the 
fifth-grade students to 
start thinking about their 
own futures.

“KAPOW is important to 
give children purpose of 
what they’re doing at school 

and at home and how it contributes to how we func-
tion as a society,” said Tan. “It also introduces them to 

professionals in the community. Although they are 
young, it may inspire them to think about what they’ll 
do when they’re older.”

Gasbarro was happy to have the volunteers in her 
classroom and felt it was a positive experience for 
her students.

“The students responded positively and were very 
enthusiastic about each visit,” said Gasbarro. “The 
volunteers shared their workplace jobs, job skills 
and experiences with the students in interactive 
ways. They involved the students in scenarios that 
required them to brainstorm and cooperate as a 
team to develop an effective outcome to a problem 
or situation.”

KAPOW is always looking for businesses or individual volunteers 
interested in participating in the program. For information send an 
email to taniakapow@gmail.com or call 305-338-5548.
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