As Seen In…

SCHOOL NEWS

Pembroke Pines Charter School Where Volunteering is a Pleasure
BY BEVERLY PERKINS

F

or the past 3 years, Leo Sotolongo, Publix Store
Manager for store #528, has been volunteering at local elementary schools as part of the
Kids and the Power of Work (KAPOW) program. This
year, the dedicated volunteer has been assigned to
Pembroke Pines Charter Elementary School where
he spends his time with the second graders in Ms.
Christine Ortis and Ms. Liz DeCaso’s classrooms.
Both educators are big advocates of the
KAPOW program.
To participate in the KAPOW
program, volunteers are assigned
to one class at a local elementary
or middle school and must visit
seven times during the school year
for one hour to teach KAPOW’s fun
and easy to use, and interactive lessons. Before volunteers begin, a onetime training will explain and educate
how the lessons work, how to ensure that they
will be successful, and how to have a great time doing
it. Visits to work sites are custom designed with their
partners to suit each school’s needs and capabilities.
“It’s been an honor and privilege to be part of
the KAPOW Program, motivating our youth and
contributing a small part of shaping their future. The

lessons in the KAPOW program allow us
to introduce our youth to different career
choices that are available to them in the
future. The lessons are interactive and fun
which get the students engaged and involved,”
explained Sotolongo.
During the second lesson, students made puppets
using paper bags of themselves as their future career
choice. Some students surprised the animated store
manager by designing their puppet to be a Publix
store manager. Later during the school year, the
students will have an opportunity to have a hands-
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on tour when they get to take a field trip to the local
supermarket. They will get a behind-the-scenes tour,
so they can see how the popular supermarket chain
reduces their carbon footprint by recycling. They will
also have a chance to run a register, bag groceries,
decorate cookies, and above all learn how to provide
premier customer service that is the foundation of the
thriving business.
“Kapow is a wonderful program that
allows me to serve in the community I
work. Our founder Mr. George believed
that we have to be involved as responsible citizens in our community. I enjoy
seeing the students and their families
shopping in my store. They remember
and greet me warmly,” added Sotolongo.
“Having the opportunity to see me away
from school and in the environment where I work,
allows them to see what a job looks like in real life and
solidifies their understanding of what it takes to be a
successful leader in our community.”
KAPOW is always looking for business or individual volunteers,
as well as schools interested in participating in the program. For
more information about volunteering or how your school can participate, email KAPOW Program Director Tania Reynolds at taniakapow@gmail.com or call 305-338-5548.

